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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">It was at this moment that Charles destroyed the<BR>last hope of conciliation by an act of folly unparalleled<BR>even in his own misguided career. It was undertaken,<BR>so far as there is anything to show, entirely on his own<BR>initiative, his pretext being the evidence of treasonable<BR>correspondence with the Scots which had been fur- <BR>nished to him by Montrose, That there had been<BR>correspondence in the regular course of parliamentary<BR>business was a matter of common knowledge, but that<BR>it was in any sense treasonable was another question.</FONT><BR>\
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<SPAN class=font1 style=\" line-height:13.9pt;\">warning lie blindly pursued his course of intrigues,<BR>daily widening the breach between himself and men<BR>whose patience was now coining to an end. As the<BR>year closed, while it is true that the King was waiting<BR>only an opportunity to attempt a <I>coup &pound;etat^ </I>it is true<BR>also that the Puritan leaders were considering the<BR>inevitability of an armed conflict, and beginning to<BR>lay their plans accordingly. A new conception of the<BR>issue before the country was taking shape, and it was<BR>nothing less than the complete overthrow of a<BR>monarchy that was becoming insupportable. In this<BR>situation, there was inevitably a considerable revision<BR>of individual loyalties. Many men who had been<BR>with the Country Party in demanding reform, could<BR>not bring themselves to face the extreme step to which<BR>the logic of the circumstances was leading. As the<BR>year 1641 came in, the distribution of the parties that<BR>were to be known as Cavaliers and Roundheads in<BR>the field of battle was rapidly defining itself, and in<BR>the new order many old friends in counsel found<BR>themselves divided.</SPAN><BR>\
</DIV>\
<DIV class=paragraph style=\" padding:6.4pt 0.0pt 0.0pt 172.0pt; text-align:left;\">\
<SPAN class=font2>in</SPAN><BR>\
</DIV>\
<DIV class=paragraph style=\" padding:5.3pt 36.2pt 0.0pt 40.0pt; text-align:justify; text-indent:12.5pt;\">\
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